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the young men whose imaginations and desires were kept at fever-
heat by the Palestine Rebellion and the grievances of Syria against
the French.

In Palestine the comparatively peaceful years that followed the
1922 White Paper were used by the two contending communities,
not to seek an understanding with one another, but to improve
their respective organization for further efforts, the one to establish
their conception of the National Home, the other to destroy it. In
1921 the government had created the Supreme Muslim Council as an
autonomous body for the administration of Muslim religious
properties and the direction of the Shari'a courts; but on to this
innocuous trunk there wTas grafted a multitude of political activities
by its head, that indefatigable schemer Hajj Mohammed Amin al
Husaini, a youngish man proscribed for his part in the 1920 Riots
but pardoned and appointed Mufti of Jerusalem (an office heredi-
tary in his family) by Sir Herbert Samuel. The Zionist Organiza-
tion, which had been recognized by Article Four of the Mandate as
the 'appropriate Jewish public body for the purpose of advising
and co-operating with the Administration of Palestine, so long as
its organization and constitution are in the opinion of the Manda-
tory appropriate', had passed through some difficult years in the
middle 'twenties owing to the inadequacy of its finances; but in
1928 Weizmann finally succeeded in putting through a plan for
enlisting the large-scale financial support of American Jewry, non-
Zionist and Zionist alike, by broadening the Zionist Organization
into a Jewish Agency for Palestine. The constitutional change was
more apparent than real, since executive powers were vested in
the Zionist Executive with the addition of three non-Zionist mem-
bers; and the latter have gradually withered away;1 but it did have
the important practical effect, once the American financial crisis
of the early 'thirties was passed, of placing much larger sums at the
disposal of the Zionist movement.
Meanwhile, there were some enthusiastic Zionists who were not
satisfied with the pace set by their official leaders. These ex-
tremists, who later crystallized as the Revisionist Party, so-called
because they demanded a revision of the Mandate in favour of the
1 Hyamson, op. cit., 121 f.